St Hilda’'s CE Primary School
Handwriting Policy

Rationale
St Hilda’s CE Primary School believes that having coherent, legible handwriting is an essential
s...ill all children should be taught to possess.

‘Handwriting is a tool that has to wor.... It must be comfortable, fast and legible’

Angela Webb, Chair of the National Handwriting Association

Objectives
To understand the importance of clear and neat presentation in order to communicate meaning
and pride in their written wor....
To show a clear development of expectations and s...ill in letter formation and penmanship
across the school and in all curriculum areas.

Guidelines

Pupils will:

Experience a wee...ly session of handwriting based on the Martin Harvey scheme.

Use a differentiated range of writing tools and medium (see below) to develop and refine their
writing styles.

Be ultimately able to write quic...ly to aid expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively
across the curriculum and for a range of purposes.

Use their s...ills with confidence in real life situations.

Teaching & Learning
¥ Children to adopt a correct, balanced seating position (posture chec..., feet flat on floor,

bac... touching the chair).

Two hands used at all times.

Correct pencil grip demonstrated and encouraged.

Teacher to use class demonstration.

Children self/peer assess their favourite letter/join/word per lesson.

Teachers are aware of the specific needs of left handed pupils and ma...e appropriate

provision.

There is a progression from print to joined up writing which begins in Y2.

In Phase 1 written wor... is displayed on writing tables and changed frequently.

¥ In Phases 243 a handwriting display should be part of the learning environment which is
frequently updated to celebrate effort as well as good standards.

¥ There should be a balance of word processed and handwritten labels in the learning
environment.

¥ Good wor... certificates/ bringing wor... into assembly should be regular to maintain
motivation and focus.

¥ No specific sanctions will be given for poor/untidy presentation (eg. copying out in art

lessons!) but this would be reflected in teacher mar...ing/feedbac... in line with the

school’s AFL policy.

HFW cursive font to be used across curriculum (wor...sheets/displays etc)

The curly ... will be introduced right from reception and must be consistently used.

¥ There may be a need for some children to have short term intervention to help with their
letter formation/handwriting especially in KS2 where poor habits are harder to brea...).
Staff should ma...e recommendations for support to the Inclusion manager. Pencil holds
are also available to support younger writers with fine motor s...ills.

¥ An assessment will be carried out at the start of the year in order to assess children’s
needs.
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Resources & Progression



Recap on letter joins and formation
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Correctly formed letters sitting on a line
Letter joins ...i, ui, mi, el, wl, cl, ...y, ...e, ...n, o..., n...,
cw r..., mb, wm, am, ny, in, en, qu, nq, eq, as, us, vs, It, it,
" o ° 1i, ti, ty, cu, up, ev, nv, ov, iv, wr, wo, we, aw, uy, dy,
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@ Letter joins al, ab, ar, ia, oa, va, ib, ub, ob, Ip, mp, rp,
.m L] c..., cn, ¢y, ec, nc, oc, de, du, dr, ed, nd, id, em, ...e, €j,
po_.o ¢ = nj, oj, rj, fo, fa, ft, if, uf, of, ng, lg, dg, iq, eq, oq, ht, ha,
-] = a hu, ch, th, wh
N ) - ]
ST a8 A
Correctly formed letters sitting on a line
w M.. Letter joins om, im, mf, ms, ng, nt, un, wn, or, od, vo,
= m —~ % ho, op, rp, qu, ngq, cq, oq, rl, rs, vr, tr, vs, fs, ns, tl, ty,
9 m v o ut, ot, ug, uz, du, fu, va, ve, ov, iv, wg, we, ow, ew, ex,
o nn..an»%wr g5 ix, xh, xe, vy, cy, 0z, ez
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Write legibly using upper and lower case letters
appropriately and correct spacing within and between
= % words. Letter joins ac, aw, da, oa, ib, ob, c..., ¢y, ec, vc,
m m S du, dg, en, ef, me, te, fr, fo, if, af, ng, og, hs, hu, 1h, ch,
m Dn.... ._.I-_. Wo ib, ip, ...i, vi, ej, nj, ...y, ...1, m..., o..., 11, lw, cl, al, mb,
mp.
Write most letters correctly formed and orientated
— » using a comfortable and efficient pencil grip. Write
.m 0 @ with spaces between words accurately.
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Develop gross motor control. Develop fine motor
W. W. W. control. Use a range of mar... ma...ing tools with
Y confidence and enjoyment. Develop recognition of
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Monitoring & Evaluation

The head teacher, handwriting lead and curriculum sub-committee of the Governing Body have

responsibility for monitoring this policy.
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